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2011 Report co-ordinated by Acadia University 

2011 ᐅᓂᒃᑳᖅ ᐋᕿᓱᖅᑕᐅᔪᖅ ᐊᑮᑎᔭ ᓯᓚᑦᑐᓴᖅᕕᖓᓄᑦ 
 

EIDERS AND CHOLERA 
ᒥᑏᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖅ ᑳᓗᕋ 

 

 

Studies continued on how 

avian cholera affects survival 

and reproduction of eider 

ducks and herring gulls 

nesting in northern Hudson 

Bay 

ᖃᐅᔨᓠᖕᓃᑔ ᑲᔪᓜᔪᑔ ᖃᓄᖅ 

ᐇᐃᕍᔭᓈ ᑳᓗᕊ ᐈᓈᓂᐇᖑᔪᖅ 

ᐇᑴᑐᐃᓟᖑᒻᒩᖔᑔ 

ᐆᒩᓆᓞᐇᖕᓂᖏᓛᓗ 

ᖃᓄᐃᒻᒩᖔᑒ  ᒥᑏᓛᓗ 

ᒥᑎᕈᕌᐸᓛᓉᐇᓂᖏᑔ 

ᖃᓄᐃᒻᒩᖔᑒ  ᓆᐅᔭᐃᓛᓗ 

ᐉᑕᐅᓉᐅᖃᑔᑒᖕᓂᖏᑔ 

ᖃᓄᐃᒻᒩᖔᑒ 

ᐅᐇᓈᓆᖅᐸᓜᐇᓂ 

ᑒᓜᐅᔭᖅᔪᐇᑉ ᐃᒩᖓᑒ 
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ARCTIC TERNS 
ᐃᒥᖁᑕᐃᓚᑦ 

 

TRACKING MURRES 
ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᑕᐅᓂᖏᑦ ᐊᒃᐸᐃᑦ 

 

Predictable food supplies and few predators result in 
high annual breeding success of terns in the high 
Arctic compared to colonies in southern Canada  

ᓂᔰᔭᑴᓠᖃᑔᓜᐇᖕᓂᑯᖏᓈᓄᑔ ᖃᑔᓝᓈᓆᐅᓛᓗᑎᓛᓗ ᓂᔰᓟᑔ 

ᐃᒥᖁᑒᐃᓙᖕᓂᑴ ᐇᓙᑴᑲᐃᕙᑴᑐᖅ ᐇᖏᔪᒻᒩᔰᐅᔪᒥᑴ 

ᓄᓉᐅᖃᑔᑒᖕᓂᖏᓈᓂᑴ ᐃᒥᖁᑒᐃᓙᐃᑔ ᖁᑔᓜᑑᑉ 

ᐅᑕᐅᑔᑒᕌᑐᖓᓂ ᑒᑯᓈᓆᕌᓗᑵᑔ ᐃᒥᖁᑒᐃᓙᖃᕌᕍᐅᔪᑔ 

ᑲᓆᑒᐅᑉ ᓂᑵᖅᐸᓜᐇᓃᑔᑐᓂᑴ 

Biologists tracking murres with tiny recorders have found that 

birds remain in the Arctic longer than expected before heading to 

the North Atlantic for the winter 

ᐆᒩᔪᖕᓂᑴ ᖃᐅᔨᓠᖅᑏᑔ ᐇᑴᐸᓂᑴ  ᖃᐅᔨᓠᐅᑎᕊᓚᖑᔪᓂᑴ ᐇᑐᖅᑐᑎᑴ 

ᖃᐅᔨᓜᒩᔪᑔ ᑒᒩᑴᑯᐇ ᑎᖕᒥᐇᑔ ᐅᑕᐅᑔᑒᖅᑐᒦᑯᑓᓟᖑᑵᐇᖏᑒ 

ᓂᔰᐅᑵᔭᐅᓜᒩᒐᓗᐇᕌᑎᓛᓗᑵᑔ ᐅᑎᖅᕍᑵᒐᔭᖑᐇᕌᑒᖏᑔ ᐇᑔᓚᓈᑎᑴᒧᑔ 

ᐇᐅᓛᓚᕌᕍᑵᕙᑴᑒᖏᓈᓄᑔ ᐅᑕᐅᖕᒥ 

Two new colonies of Ross's gulls and two new colonies of 
Ivory Gulls were found near Bathurst Island   
 

ᒩᕌᕉᓈᓂᑴ ᓄᑓᓂᑴ NnD+?oi5 ᐇᒻᒩᓗ 

ᒩᕌᕉᑴᑒᐅᖅ ᓆᐅᔭᕚᖃᕌᕍᑓᖃᐅᖑᔪᓂᑴ 

ᓆᓂᔭᐅᔪᖃᓙᐅᕌᑐᖅ ᐅᒥᒻᒩᑑᖅ ᕿᑕᖅᑒᖓᑒ 

ᖃᓂᑵᔮᓂ 

ROSS’S GULLS AND IVORY GULLS 
NnD+?~o5 ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓇᐅᔭᕚᑦ 
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SNOW BUNTINGS 

ᖃᐅᓪᓗᖅᑖᑦ 
 

Research continues to track 

snow buntings migrating from 

Southampton Island over the 

winter to understand how 

climate affects breeding and 

survival  

ᖃᐅᔨᓠᖕᓂᖅ ᑲᔪᓜᔪᖅ 

ᖃᐅᓛᓗᖅᑓᓄᑔ 

ᐇᐅᓛᓚᓉᖅᑎᓛᓗᑵᑔ ᓠᓛᓉᐅᑉ 

ᕿᑕᖅᑒᖓᓃᖔᑎᓛᓗᑵ 

ᓆᔪᖕᓂᐇᓉᕌᑒᖏᓈᓄᑔ ᐅᑕᐅᑴᑯᑔ 

ᑐᑕᓜᕙᓛᓉᐇᒐᓞᑔᑐᑵᑔ  ᖃᓄᖅ 

ᓜᓙᐅᑉ ᐇᓜᔯᔨᕙᓛᓉᐇᓂᖓ 

ᐇᑴᑐᐃᓟᖑᒻᒩᖔᑔ 

ᓄᓉᐅᖕᓂᖏᓈᓂᑴ 

ᐆᒩᒐᓞᐇᖕᓂᖏᓈᓂᓛᓗ 

EIDERS AND POLAR BEARS 
ᒥᑏᑦ ᓇᓄᐃᓪᓗ 

 

Working with Inuit partners, 

coastal surveys in Hudson 

Strait showed that polar 

bears are eating eggs at 

many eider colonies  

ᐃᖃᓆᐃᔭᖃᑎᑵᓛᓗᑵᑔ ᐃᓄᐃᑔ 

ᑲᑐᔯᔨᖃᑎᑶᖏᑔ, ᖃᐅᔨᓠᖕᓃᑔ 

ᓜᓇᖓᓃᑔᑐᑔ 

ᑯᐸᑴ/ᕿᑕᖅᑓᓘᓛᓗ 

ᐇᑯᓈᓂᖓᑒ ᐃᒩᖏᓈᓂᑴ 

ᐃᒩᐃᓙᐅᕌᑐᑔ ᓆᓄᐃᑔ ᓂᔰᒻᒩᑒ 

ᒩᓈᓂᓂᑴ  ᒥᑎᖃᕌᕍᒐᓙᐅᔪᓂᑴ 
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SHOREBIRD STUDIES 

ᓯᔾᔭᒥᐅᑕᐃᑦ ᑎᖕᒥᐊᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᓂᖏᑦ 

 

Shorebird migration and the 

effects of snow cover on 

timing of breeding were 

examined 

ᓜᔯᔭᒥᐅᑒᐅᔪᑔ ᑎᖕᒥᐇᑔ 

ᑎᑕᕋᓉᕌᑐᑎᑴ ᐃᖏᕌᕊᕍᖏᑔ 

ᐇᐳᑎᖃᕌᑎᓛᓗᑷᓗ ᓄᓆ 

ᓇᒻᒩᓇᒐᓞᐇᖃᑔᑒᖕᓂᖏᑔ 

ᓄᓉᐅᖕᓂᖕᒥᑴ 

ᖃᐅᔨᓠᖅᑒᐅᓙᐅᕌᑐᑔ 

    

Eggs from murres and 

fulmars were sampled at 

Prince Leopold Island, 

where monitoring shows 

ongoing increases in 

mercury   

ᐇᑴᐸᐃᑔ ᖃᖁᓛᓗᐃᓛᓗ 

ᒩᓈᓂᖏᑔ ᖃᐅᔨᓠᖅᑒᐅᓙᐅᕌᑐᑔ 

ᐇᑴᐸᐃᑔ  ᕿᑕᖅᑒᖓᓂ, 

ᖃᐅᔨᓠᖅᑒᐅᓂᑯᐃᑔ 

ᐇᖏᓛᓉᕙᓛᓉᐇᑐᐃᓈᓆᕌᑐᑔ 

ᒨᑯᔰᖃᖕᓂᖏᑔ 

CONTAMINANTS 

ᓱᕈᓐᓇᖅᑐᐃᑦ 
 Mark Mallory 
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HIGH ARCTIC COMMON EIDERS AND LONG-TAILED DUCKS 

ᖁᑦᓯᑦᑐᒥᐅᑕᐅᔪᑦ ᒥᑏᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᒡᒋᐊᕐᔪᐃᑦ 
 

Eiders and long-tailed 
ducks had a good 
breeding season at Tern 
Island, with many nests 
and young hatched   
ᒥᑏᑔ ᐇᒻᒩᓗ ᐇᒡᑵᐇᕌᔪᐃᑔ 

ᓄᓉᐅᖕᓂᖃᑔᓜᐇᓙᐅᕌᑐᑔ 

ᓆᓠᕈᕚᓉᐅᑉ ᕿᑕᖅᑒᖓᓂ, 

ᐇᒥᓟᓛᓗᑎᑴ ᐉᑕᐅᑔ ᐇᒻᒩᓗ 

ᑎᖕᒥᐇᕈᕌᑐᑎᑴ ᒩᓈᓂᖏᑔ 
 

SABINE’S GULLS 
ᐃᕿᒡᒐᒋᐊᕐᔪᐃᑦ 

 

 

Successful tracking of these 

lovely birds from the High 

Arctic showed that most 

moved west to the Pacific 

Ocean for the winter   

ᑲᔪᓜᑔᓜᐇᕌᑐᒥᑴ ᖃᐅᔨᓠᕌᑒᐅᓂᖏᑔ 

ᑓᑴᑯᐇ ᑎᖕᒥᐇᑔᓜᐇᕙᐃᑔ 

ᖁᑔᓜᑔᑐᒥᐅᑒᐅᔪᑔ 

ᖃᐅᔨᔭᐅᓙᐅᕌᑐᑔ ᓅᖃᑔᑒᔰᐇᖏᑔ 

ᐉᖓᓈᓆᒧᑔ ᐸᓜᕍᑴ ᐃᒩᕍᖓᓄᑔ 

ᐅᑕᐅᑴᑯᑔ ᓆᔪᖕᓂᐇᑒᖓᓄᑔ 
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ROSS’S GEESE 
ᖄᕌᕐᔪᐃᑦ 

 

SNOW GEESE 
ᑲᖑᐃᑦ 

 

Banding geese continued on west Baffin Island, where 

a late, wet year resulted in slightly lower breeding 

success than in 2010 ᓆᓗᓆᐃᑴᑯᓜᖅᑒᐅᓂᖏᑔ ᑲᖑᐃᑔ 

ᑲᔪᓜᑐᐃᓈᓆᕌᑐᑔ ᐉᖓᓈᓇᓂ ᕿᑕᖅᑓᓘᑉ, ᑕᖑᕙᖅᑐᒥᑴ, 

ᖃᐅᓜᖕᓆᐅᓂᑯᖓᓄᑔ ᓄᓉᐅᖏᓂᖅᓠᐅᓙᐅᕌᑐᑔ 2010ᒥ 

Numbers of Ross's geese appear to be 
increasing in eastern Nunavut   

ᖄᕋᕌᔪᑔ ᖃᑔᓜᐅᓂᖏᑔ 

ᐇᒥᓞᕈᕌᐸᓛᓉᐇᑐᐃᓈᓆᖅᑑᔮᕌᑐᑔ 

ᑲᓆᓈᓆᖅᐸᓜᐇᓂ ᓄᓆᕗᑔ 

Nunavut-based papers from our projects: 

Braune BM et al. 2011. Environmental Pollution 159: 2891-2898. 

Buttler EI et al. 2011. Journal of Wildlife Management 75: 283–288. 

Descamps S et al. 2011. Functional Ecology 25: 671-682. 

Descamps S et al. 2011. Journal of Avian Biology 42: 39-48. 

Fontaine AJ, Mallory ML. 2011. Canadian Wildlife Service Occasional Paper No. 119. 

Foster KL et al. 2011. Environmental Science and Technology 45: 10053-10060. 

Foster KL et al. 2011. Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry 30: 2055-2064.  

Gaston AJ et al. 2011. Marine Biology 158: 1929-1941. 

Keatley BK et al. 2011. Fundamental and Applied Limnology 179: 51-66. 

Mallory ML, Forbes MR. 2011. Journal of Ornithology 152: 119-126. 

Michelutti N et al. 2011. Polar Biology 34: 799-812. 

Savard JP et al. 2011. Arctic 64: 197-206. 

Sénéchal E et al. 2011. Oecologia 165: 593-604  

Sénéchal E et al. 2011. Behavioral Ecology 22: 162-168. 

Smith PA et al. 2011. Polar Biology 33: 1149-1153. 

 

Support for field programs was provided by the Government of Canada (Environment Canada – 

S&T, CWS, IFRA; Natural Resources Canada – PCSP; NSERC; Aboriginal Affairs and 

Northern Development Canada - NCP, NGMP), ArcticNet, and the Nunavut Wildlife 

Management Board.  All work was undertaken with appropriate animal care, land use, wildlife 

and scientific permits from university, territorial and federal government departments and Inuit 

organizations.  

Collaborative research in 2011 

was undertaken or supported 

by personnel at the following 

institutions 
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                Ph: (902) 585 1798     Fax: (902) 585 1059 

Jim Leafloor 

Josh White 

mailto:mark.mallory@acadiau.ca

